
RESOLUTIONNO. R2021-002

ARESOLUTIONoftheCityCounciloftheCityofTumwater,  
Washington, declaringaclimateemergencyandsupportfor
themobilizationofcommunityandregionwideeffortsto

mitigateclimatechangeinordertoprovideasafeenvironment
forfuturegenerations.  

WHEREAS, climatechangehasbecomeacrisisposingaseriousthreatto
thesurvivaloftheearthandhumanity; and

WHEREAS, globalwarmingandclimatechangeareincreasingglobal
temperaturesmorerapidlythanpreviouslyanticipatedandcurrenthuman
activitiesandtechnologiesareacceleratingthepaceofglobaltemperatureincrease,  
whichposesanurgentthreattopublichealth, publicinfrastructure, andthequality
oflifeofCityofTumwaterresidents; and

WHEREAS, inApril2016worldleadersfrom175countriesrecognizedthe
threatofclimatechangeandtheurgentneedtocombatitbyadoptingtheParis
Agreementandworkingtolimitglobalwarmingtonomorethan1.5degrees
Celsiusabovepre-industriallevels;and

WHEREAS, in2018theIntergovernmentalPanelonClimateChange (IPCC)  
issuedaspecialreportontheimpactsofglobalwarmingandtheneedtoreduce
globalgreenhousegasemissionswellbefore2030toholdwarmingto1.5degrees
Celsiusabovepre-industriallevelsandavoidthemostcatastrophicimpactsof
climatechange; and

WHEREAS, in2018theUnitedStates’ FourthNationalClimateAssessment
madeclearthatclimatechangewillwreakhavocacrossthecountry, andthe
currentpaceandscaleofnationalclimateactionisnotsufficienttoavert
substantialdamagetotheeconomy, environment, andhumanhealthoverthe
comingdecades; and

WHEREAS, in2018theCityofTumwateradoptedResolutionNo. R2018- 
015, agreeingtocommontargetstoreducecommunitywidegreenhousegas
emissions45percentbelow2015levelsby2030and85percentbelow2015levelsby
2050toensurethatlocalcommunitiesdotheirparttokeeptheglobalaverage
temperaturefromrisingmorethan2degreesCelsiusabovepre-industriallevels;  
and

WHEREAS, in2019theCityofTumwaterjoined7,000citiesworldwideby
becomingamemberoftheGlobalCovenantofMayorsforClimateandEnergy, a
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groupofcitiesandpartnerscommittedtoaglobalefforttoreduceclimatechange
throughworkingtowardalow-emissionandclimate-resilientfuture; and

WHEREAS, since2018, theCityofTumwaterhasworkedwithThurston
CountyandthecitiesofLaceyandOlympiatodeveloptheThurstonClimate
MitigationPlanwiththeinputofhundredsofcommunitymembersthroughfocus
groupmeetings, communityworkshops, interviews, surveys, andotheroutreach
methodsoverthecourseoftheproject; and

WHEREAS, theThurstonClimateMitigationPlan, acceptedbytheCityof
TumwaterinJanuary2021, identifiesaframeworkforfutureclimateaction,  
includingstrategiesandactionssufficienttomeettheemissionreductiontargets
adoptedbytheparties; and

WHEREAS, youthwillinheritthelegacyofourdecisionsonclimate, and
youthfromdiversebackgroundshaveorganizedlocallyandworldwidetodemand
andsupportclimatejusticeandgovernmentactiontomitigatethecatastrophic
impactsoftheclimatecrisisandtorestoreasafeclimate; and

WHEREAS, theCityofTumwatercherishestheyouthinitscommunity, as
theyarethekeytoourcommunity’sprosperityandfuture. TheCityofTumwater
hascommittedtoengageyouthinclimatedecisionsmadeintheregionandto
includeyouthinthevitalworktomitigateclimatechange; and

WHEREAS, climatechangewillcontinuetomakebasichumannecessities
suchasfood, housing, healthcare, transportationandenergymoreexpensiveand,  
alongwithalivingwage, difficulttoobtain, addingadditionalpressuretothe
region’saffordabilitycrisisandwealthinequality; and

WHEREAS, throughouttheUnitedStates, communitiesofcolor, low-wage
workers, andlow-incomecommunitieshavebeenonthefrontlineoflongstanding
environmentalinjusticesandhavehistoricallyanddisproportionallyenduredthe
mostnegativeeffectsofafossil-fueleconomy; and

WHEREAS, becausetheimpactsofclimatechangeposeathreattoour
communityandeconomy, andcombattingthemwillrequiregovernmentagencies,  
businesses, andtheentirecommunitytotakeboldstepstoreachourpreviously
agreeduponregionalcarbonreductiongoalsandtobuildahealthy, resilientregion
inwhicheveryonecanthrive; and

WHEREAS, movingtowardasafeclimatefuturerequiresfullcommunity
participation, inclusion, andsupportbyresidentsoftheCityofTumwater.  
Particularlyfrontlinecommunitiesandcommunityorganizations, including
communitiesoffaith, youth, organizedlabor, business, academicinstitutions,  
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homeowners’ associations, environmental, economic, racial, gender, familyand
disabilityjustice, indigenous, immigrant, andothersuchalliesallwhoplay
importantrolesinclimatemitigation; and

WHEREAS, inacooperativeeffortthroughouracceptedclimatemitigation
andadaptationplanstheCityofTumwaterwithThurstonCountyandthecitiesof
LaceyandOlympiaintendtoaccelerateimmediateandnear-termregionalclimate
mitigationandadaptationactionsinordertoreachourgoalstoreducecommunity
greenhousegasemissions; and

WHEREAS, uncheckedclimatechangewillbringevermoredrasticdeclineto
thehealthandprosperityoffuturegenerations, particularlyforthemostvulnerable
communities;  

NOWTHEREFORE, BEITRESOLVEDBYTHECITYCOUNCILOF
THECITYOFTUMWATERASFOLLOWS:  

Section1. TheCityofTumwaterCityCouncilherebydeclaresastateof
climateemergency, giventhattheclimatechangeposesaseriousandurgentthreat
tothehealthandwell-beingofourCity, region, state, country, andworld, andits
inhabitantsandenvironment.  

Section2. TheCityofTumwaterasksbusinesses, non-profits, academia,  
institutions, faith-basedorganizations, andresidentstoalsorisetothechallengeof
thiscrisisbymakingtheThurstonClimateMitigationPlanandAdaptationPlan
commitmentstheirownandmobilizingtheirresources, ingenuity, andcommunity
wisdomtotacklethisexistentialthreatandrestoreasafeclimate.  

Section3. Ratification.  Anyactconsistentwiththeauthorityandprior
totheeffectivedateofthisResolutionisherebyratifiedandaffirmed.  

Section4. Severability.  TheprovisionsofthisResolutionaredeclared
separateandseverable.  Theinvalidityofanyclause, sentence, paragraph,  
subdivision, section, orportionofthisResolutionortheinvalidityoftheapplication
thereoftoanypersonorcircumstance, shallnotaffectthevalidityoftheremainder
oftheResolution, orthevalidityofitsapplicationtootherpersonsorcircumstances. 
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Section4. EffectiveDate.  ThisResolutionshallbecomeeffective
immediatelyuponacceptanceandsignatureasprovidedbylaw.  

thRESOLVEDthis _19_ dayof _January_, 2021.  

CITYOFTUMWATER

PeteKmet, Mayor

ATTEST:  

MelodyValiant, CityClerk

APPROVEDASTOFORM: 

KarenKirkpatrick, CityAttorney
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