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ORDINANCE NO. O2021-004 

AN ORDINANCE of the City Council of the City of Tumwater, 
Washington, granting a non-exclusive franchise agreement for the use 
of City rights-of-ways with Comcast Cable Communications 
Management, LLC. 

WHEREAS, on February 8, 2009, the Tumwater City Council approved the 
grant of a non-exclusive Franchise Agreement to Comcast of Washington IV, Inc. 
(“Comcast”), for its construction and operation of a cable television system within 
the City; and 

WHEREAS, the Comcast entity which holds the current franchise in the City 
is the successor interest to Comcast of Washington IV, Inc., Comcast Cable 
Communications Management, LLC; and 

WHEREAS, the term of the original Cable Franchise Agreement was for ten 
(10) years, expiring on February 7, 2019; and 

WHEREAS, the City and Comcast have previously agreed to continue 
operating under the existing franchise on a month to month basis until a new 
franchise is adopted or until the current agreement is otherwise terminated; and 

WHEREAS, Comcast is agreeable to continue providing such services in the 
City, and has made application to the City for a cable franchise renewal; and 

WHEREAS, the City has reviewed Comcast’s performance under the prior 
franchise and the quality of service during the prior franchise term, has identified 
the future cable-related needs and interests of the City and its citizens, has 
considered the financial, technical and legal qualifications of Comcast, and has 
determined that Comcast’s plans for operating and maintaining its cable system are 
adequate, in a full public proceeding affording due process to all parties; and 

WHEREAS, the public has had adequate notice and opportunity to 
comment on Comcast’s proposal to provide cable service within the City; and 

WHEREAS, the City has a legitimate and necessary regulatory role in 
ensuring the availability of cable service, and reliability of cable systems in its 
jurisdiction, the availability of local programming (including Educational and 
Governmental Access programming) and quality customer service; and 

WHEREAS, diversity in cable service programming is an important policy 
goal and the Comcast cable system should offer a wide range of programming 
services; and  
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WHEREAS, the Tumwater City Council desires to grant to Comcast and 
Comcast desires to accept the terms and conditions herein set forth for the use of 
City owned rights-of-way, of City owned easements, and of rights-of-way and access 
easements dedicated and accepted for public use by the City in installing and 
operating a cable system in the City in accordance with applicable law and the 
provisions of the Cable Franchise Agreement by and between the City of Tumwater, 
Washington and Comcast Cable Communications Management, LLC, submitted to 
the Tumwater City Council; and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on January 5, 2021, to receive 
testimony from the public; and 

WHEREAS, after due evaluation, the Tumwater City Council has 
determined that it is in the best interest of the City and its residents to grant a 
cable franchise renewal to Comcast for a term of ten (10) years as provided in the 
Cable Franchise Agreement between the City and Comcast. 

NOW, THEREFORE THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TUMWATER, STATE OF WASHINGTON, DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1.  Approval.  The City Council of the City of Tumwater, 
Washington hereby approves the Cable Franchise Agreement by and between the 
City of Tumwater, Washington and Comcast Cable Communications Management, 
LLC as submitted to the Tumwater City Council, in the form attached as Exhibit A. 

Section 2.  Corrections.  The City Clerk and codifiers of this ordinance are 
authorized to make necessary corrections to this ordinance including, but not 
limited to, the correction of scrivener/clerical errors, references, ordinance 
numbering, section/subsection numbers and any references thereto.  

Section 3.  Ratification.  Any act consistent with the authority and prior to 
the effective date of this ordinance is hereby ratified and affirmed. 

Section 4.  Severability.  If any article, section, paragraph, sentence, 
clause, or phrase of this Ordinance is held to be unconstitutional or invalid for any 
reason, such decision shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of the 
remaining portions of this Ordinance.  The City Council hereby declares that it 
would have passed this Ordinance and each part or parts hereof irrespective of the 
fact that any one, or part, or parts be declared unconstitutional or invalid. 

Section 5.  Effective Date.   This ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) 
days after passage, approval, and publication as provided by law. Provided, 
however, in order to claim the benefits of this ordinance and acquire the rights, 
privileges, and authorities hereby granted, Comcast must, within sixty (60) days of 
the effective date of this ordinance, file in the office of the City Clerk its written 
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acceptance of said franchise. The failure of Comcast to file such an acceptance shall 
be deemed a rejection by Comcast and this ordinance shall be null and void.

ADOPTED THIS  ___ day of ______________, 2021. 
 
 CITY OF TUMWATER 

 
 

__________________________________ 
Pete Kmet, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________ 
Melody Valiant, City Clerk 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
  
Karen Kirkpatrick, Attorney 
 

Published:  
 
Effective Date:  
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